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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 


IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows. In addition, please add claims 69-73 as set 
forth below. 



Claims 1-44 (Canceled) 


45. (Currently Amended) A medical device, comprising: 

a hollow barrel having a forward end and a first connector; 
a needle assembly, comprising: 

a needle kaving a sharpened tip operable between a projecting 
position in which the sharpened tip of the needle projects 


c 


forwardly from the barrel and a retracted position in which the 
sharpened tip is retracted rearwardly; 
a spfmg biasinaxelement biasing the needle toward the retracted 
position; ar;id 

a second connecto^ that is cooperable with the first connector to attach 
the needle assembly to the barrel; 
a plunger displaceable in tl^e barrel to a terminal position in which the plunger 
is adjacent the forward end of the barrel, said plunger having an 
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